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RE IN GRAND STAND

AT LEAGUE PARK YESTERDAY _

PUTS CROWD IN PANIC.

Seven Thousand Spectators Wrought' to a High Pitch by Exciting
Baseball Game When Blaze Begins—Many Barely Escape
Alive, but No One Is Badly Hurt.

RUINS OF THE GRAND STAND AT LEAGUE PARK AS THEY APPEARED AN HOUR AFTER

THE FIRE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON.

- PROMINENT PERSONS IN THE GRAND STAND.

Among prominent persons. seen ln:Mw Opel, Miss Nyra Opel, Miss Rumsey,

John F. Boogher, Doctar Otto E. Forstar,
“Dave Nithalson, Jack Tennef, and Mm.
. Tennet, Robert Aull, Willam Medart, Ben-

DeCamp, H. R. Hawkins, Ben Moffett, G.

Mr. and Mra. Fred Nolker, Miss Bella
Guihrie, Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Compton,
Charles M. Pratt, Miss McClarahen, "Ed
Noonan, Tom Hennings, Willlam Law-
tence, H, C. M, Walter Townsend,
Jobn Dalle, W. B, Homer, J. R. Daugher-
ty, Mr. and Mra Charles Ware, Sylvester
Von Phul, Trabue Pittman, D. W. Andrews,
€. W. Manwur, Harry Schroder, Willlam

W, . lewis, E. . T. Williams, Dector Patten,
- Charles McCormack, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
Comdst. ‘A. G. Robyn, Joseph Russ, Mis

Cowan, Hamg Beardsley, G. 8. Tebbetta, A
A. Allen; R e -

3

—Bketehed by a Republic Artist.

While 7,00 spectators were watching the
most exciting game the Bt. Louls Baseball
Clab has played at Leagus Pyrk this sea-
son at 5:06 o'clock yesterday afterncon fHre
was discovered in the center of the grand
stand under the maln stairway, near the
press box, and In twenty minutes the grand
stand, pavillons and offices of the proprie-
tors of the focal team were totally de-
stroyed.

When the alarm of fire was cried out by
a thousund persons in the frame structures,
crowds of men, women and children rushed
pelimell down stalrways. ér ‘fumped from
the grand sland into the  ball park aor
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AWAY.

)ST0 PRISONER.
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' Bignal Officer, Taylor, when the team of the Pltmlwuqn 5

and ‘the ‘driver left the vehicl
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9, held to hig prisoner, a mulatio
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rl accused ‘of theft, antil they ‘Wefe thrown to the ground and help.

crowding apd pushing, & few cool heads
prevented a general panic and though there
Wers many narrow escapes nobody was In-
Jured.

President Rolison Jast night mude ar-
rangements with the monagament of Ath-
letic Park, Grand and Sallivan avenues, by
which the Bt. Louls team will play all
stheduled gumes there unt{l the grand
stand at Lesgue Park {s rebullt,

JOCKEY CLUB 18
ENDANGERED BY FLAMES.

The wooden stands burned like tinder and
a strong wind from the southeast fanned
the fiames. When the fire was hottest the
flames leaped in tongued sbapes fifty and
tne hundred feet in alr, apnd burning
trands were carried by the wind fully a
mile to the northwest, Directly in the les
of the burning grund stand was the houss
of the Jockey Club., The heat was g0 greag
that the windows of the clubhonse were
crucked, and ul cne time a porch on the
south slde of the bullding was Ignited,

But this was extingulshed, and, though
ihe' ferices surrbimding the Falf Grounds
were partly destroyed and awnings were
burned, the clubhouse and grand stand of
the St. Lounis Fair Assoclation were Saved,

The game was at itn clfmax when the
grand stand started to burp, It was in the
lust half of the tenth lnning and the score
wan tled at four runp. There were no outs,
Wallace had singled, Kruger wan at bat,
snd the crowd was worked up to the high-
ent pltech of enthusia=m,

WATCHMAN RIFE
WARNE THE CROWD.

At thin moment Samuel Rife, chlef of the
privata walchmen at League Park. who
was one of the first to discover the biaze,
cried alond from the top of the grand stand
that the structure was on fire. Just then
the flames, which had been smoldering in
the woolwork under the grand stand, burst
upward. Startled by Rife's annpuncement,
the attenfion of the crowd wai diverted
from the game, aAnd the visible proof of the
truth of (he waigchman's stastement met
their eyes. ¥

Many rushed for the stalrcases and mads
their. escape outside the ball park before
the fire had mads hesdway: A fow hung
from the top: platform of-the grand stand
and dropped to thé ground, bt ths ma-
jority, sipce the grand stand was already
¢hoked with smoke, endeavored to get from
the stand to the fleid, as this psemed 10 of-
fer the most direct avenue of escape.
 Many gentlemen who were In the boxes
and others ‘acquiited themselves gallantly
in assisting ladies and children to jump
from the stand into the fleld, -

WONMEN PROSTRATED

'FROM FRANTIC CROWD, .

When those occupying the upper skats In
tand began to erush Gownward

C. Townsend, Alexander Plercs, Will Plerce,
Albert Edwards, Colonel C. B 'Ware, who
arcompsnied

Patrick J. Gaftney, Cuptain of the Ninth
Police District, was at the ball: game and

dropped or jumped from the ypper platform '
-} -of 'the stand to the ground: But, despite the

snep COMBINES
70 UNITE IN ONE.

Carnegie Bays That Plans Are Un-
der Way for a Trust of
Trusts.

Parls, May 4.—J. Plerpont Morgan nnd An-
drew Carnegie had a conference at Alxles
Balns to-dsy. In an interview Mr. Morgan
sald that a commercinl coalltion against the
Tnited Btates by European countries was
not possible, because thére are oo many
confiicting Interests,

Andrew Carnegle =ald that combinationa
were only In thelr Infancy.

“All these consolidations.” =ald Mr, Car-
negle—'"railroads, steamships and steel—are
gteps In advance of a grent movement
which will distinguish the Twentieth Cen-
tury. This unification af tranpsportation by
sea and land marks genulne progress.

“Hereafter American rallway lines will be
of one Interest from Atlantlc to Pacific and
one man in New York can fix through rates
to meet the mituation. 4

“In a short time railways will own steam-
ship lines on the Paclfic and Atlantle Oceans

I nod thur transportatfon over land and sea

can be consolidated.™

It in highly probable that Mr, Car-
megice had In mind the conferences

which were held in New York In
1808, Jooking to gigamtic consolida-
tions, and which is Bow made possi-

ble by the absorption of the Burling-
ton Rallway By J. J. Hill and J. P.
Morgan.

These comsolldations portend a
merger of the Vanderbilt-Morgan-
Hill-Gould refiroads, and this comhi-
mation is likély 1o be aanoumnced in
the very mems future.

T0 BE READY WHEN
SITE IS SELECTED,

Committee on Organization of Lou:
isiana Purchase Exposition Com-
pany Plans to Avoid Delay.

PRELIMINARY WORK IN SHAPE.

Directora May Appoint Committee
on Bite at Next Meeting—
Letters From all Purts
of World Received.

The Committee of Organization, appolated
by the Directors of the Loulsiana Purchase
Exposition Company at thefr first meeting,
was In sesslon for mote than two hours yes-
terday afternoon. WNothing definite was
eiven out as to the nature of the debate, or
to what actlon tHe committee had taken
on the various important matters on which
It will report to the Board of Directors at
It meeting next Wednesday. President D.
R. Francis says that nothing will be made
publie until after the Directora’ meeting.

Conglderable dats ir In the hands of the
Commitiee, and the members are concen-
irnting thelr efforts on formulating & plan
which will avold delay and enable the work
of preparing the Exposition groucds, bufld-
Ing= and exhibite, 1o proceed with the great-
est porible speed once the site Is selected,
An outline of this plan will be lald before
the Board for approval and enlargemant.

Numerour Inquiries have been recelved at
the temporary oMoees of the company In the
Meréantile Club bullding, as to when the
site matter will be taken up, and If it will
be part of the business of Wednesduy's
moeting, It s impossible at the present
time to forecast when the site will be se-
leeted. A director sald Baturday that at
the next mesling of the Board a Committee
on Site would be nppointed, which will get
to work Immedintely after Its appointment.

Commiitee for Site Location,

“After the nppointment of the Bite Com-
mittoo." he mald, "It (s probable thot sever-
! weeks will elapse before any logation s
delermined upon. The committen will have
ondless work 1o do. After carcfilly Jooking
luto mll the possible sites ‘vithin the olty
limits one of the locations will be deter-
mined upon. Then the committes will cull
In und consult experts on bullding, draln-
ARe, grading, transporiation, real estute und
the iiks, and get from them eatimates of
time, cost and iabor whicl: will he prequirsd
in getting the property into shape to re-
celve n world's fair.

“All these detalis wiil be contalned In the
commitiee's report tn the Hoard of Direct-
arn. That body will then either mcoept or
reject the report. If the site is accepted 1y
the board It will then be ready for ap-
proval or rejection by the Loulsiana Pure
chase Hx tion Commimion. If the com-
misnion acceptn It, the site will be publicly
anhounced, and sax soon thereafler an pus-
sible the grounds will be formally dedicated,
In the event of the rejection of the site by
the commiasion, the matter will go tn a
commitiee af arbitration, the decialon of
which latter body Is final, and no nppeal can
be taken from it. The Arbitration Commit-

will consist of two members of the
Board of Directors, two Com wioners, and
a fifth mamber, appointed by the Becretary
of the Treasury. e m of the Na-
tional Commission, while in 8t. Louls, were
unanimous in aignifying their desire t0 act
in perfect harmony with tha Jocal ma o=
ment, and It Is not prebable ihat the site
matter will have to g0 to arbitration, which
would cause unnecessa r{ndelur."

Interest | manifested In what other com-
mittees and departments will be created
and as fo the probable of the latter.
The rt of the Commlitee on Organiza-
tlon, which consists o:nzhe President, wne
elght Vice Presidents Treasurer of the
company, will give considerable, If not
complete information on this subject. Un-
w&u Is ready no one can give éven a

want
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At the regular monthly meeting of the
Wﬂw Club last night
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Thers will be Tour races, as follows:
sotller” Qietance. mile. &nd one-bulf, wich

m to Captain Fra

oniz.mthtw than 3 o'clock,

wcl on. The finish will be at hokthouse
‘estern Rowing Club. /

AEPUBLIC BPECIAL.

Beaumont, Tex., May 4.—Interest centered
to-day In the new Lone Btar and Cresbcent
gusher, which came In last night with a
solld six-inch flow, spouting twenty-five
feet abave the top of the derrick.

Crawdes went out early this morning Lo see
the new well and the managers of the com-
pany proviled entertalnment by’ turnlng
loose the gusher,

Bunday aftercoon the show will ba re-
peated for the edification of the curious
thousands who will come to Beaumont frofth
neighboring cities to ses the great foun-
tains of ofl on 8pindle Top HIIL

People who ure here through the week
are as eager to leave town on Sunday us
the outsiders ara to get in. BMany go lo
Port Arthur and Sabine Puss, where Lhe
bathing and boating offer a pleasant change
from the heat nnd dust of Beaumont, anhd
others go to Houston and Qulveston.

Each day adde (0 Mlssourl's represents-
tlon In Beaumont. Men are arriving from
all paris of the State and a number are
niready actually engaged In trading and ln-
vesting, James L. LaPrelie, president of
the LuProlle-Willlams Shoe Company of
Ht. Louls, nnid John LaPrelle, mecond vice
president of tho same concetn, have as-
mintod in the organisation of m large coie
pany for the purpose of developing oll land,
The new corporation Is kKnown as the New
Dominlon Ol Company, and according to iis
oMcers controln 100.000 ucres in this distriet,
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THOUSANDS OF VISITORS o
THRONG BEAUMONT FIELDS TO-DAY.
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MAP SHOWING DELINEATION OF THE SBOUTHEAST TEXAS

Gushers Will Be Turned On for
the Entertainment of the
Many Excur-
sionists.

Big Building Boom On-—Sirong

Pockets of Gas Are Struck by .
Well Drillers, Indicating
Presence of Oil. i

OIL BELT.

FACTS ABOUT THE CITY OF BEAUMONT.

Normal population: 12,000
Five rallroads enter the city.

The Neches, & navigable river,

passes through the city.

One lumber company does enough business to sustaln tbe normal population.
Burrounding the city Is one of the richest rice-growing em.mlr!ﬂ of the world,

the valus of this product alone peaching IF8,

00 last year.

Hundreds of beautiful homes line well-shaded streets.

‘There s an abundance i limber..

Tempers fsa ds pamuwhat 1ighy
towan! evening. :

Port Arthur, with excellent
tant, and Babine Palé, mm

The eapital ptock h’m* J. L. Las
Prelle (n pecond vice t. .
Missonrians on the ar..‘::m i "

Otlier Missourians who are on ’uu
here to-fay are Btate Senator John F, Mor-
ton of Ray County, (Ill:b n;:rhl-o:. n;uuitw‘:

te Cenlral Com o
?:u:n".:% n; ﬁu%“mumrn and a party
from Sallne County; Walter Lampkin, wn
attorney of Warrensburg and J. A. Drum-
mond, also of Warrenaburs.

Thomns B. Love, Tormerly mocretiry of
the Democrntlc Btate Central Commitiss
anid now a resident of Dallab, Tex.. hin bash
hero two weeks, and in that time 18 res
ported to have struck it rich in ofl Tands
He has orgapised several companies and is
also trating. Senator Morton s enthiivi-
antic ahout the naw ol flalds, and expressdn
the opinton that they have opened up A
mnarvelovs msource of wenlth. Drummond
haw been very fortunate in his investments,

Bl .:;“'i.'_l, £ -'.- I
wenction, t;ﬁllr_fnlln.
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| y morthwest of the town,
true, It lu ‘most Important, as
M four miles from
where all the gushers have
veloped, @pindle Tup s poutheast of
mant, Oas [k ustally & pretty good
tlon of It oll I found In
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